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and Babinet will accompany the first as guides, Bravet and La Force the second.
(Signed)            JOHN HOPE,
Adjutant-General."
I was fatigued with the business of the day before and the march of that forenoon. It was late. I had to see the Commander-in-chief, to converse with the guides, give any orders to the different officers, and take some sleep. The different corps were assembled in the order in which I had directed that they should march by half-past eleven. The Grenadiers and light companies of the 53rd headed the column; the battalion followed, then the Jagers and Malcolm's blacks. We were in motion by twelve. Lieutenant-Colonel Eoss of the 2 ist Regiment, acting as aide-de-camp to the Commander-in-chief, had the General's order to attend me. I agreed with Brigadier-General Hope that I should attack just as day began to dawn. The road, or rather path, was so narrow that we could only march in single file, and so broken, that I was obliged not only to march extremely slowly, but to halt the front frequently to prevent the column from separating. The moon was bright, and the night was fine. From the description the guides gave me I was to expect in getting out of a wood some clear ground at half a mile distance from the Morne Chabot; from thence they described the country to be more practicable, and near the Morne to be quite smooth. Upon this information I had formed my plan, which was that after we had arrived close to the edge of the wood we should wait for the approach of day. A little before four in the morning, when in a narrow path in the wood, two men only abreast, a small party of an officer and six men, whom I kept twenty yards in my front, was challenged and fired upon by an advanced sentry. Immediately afterwards five or six voices challenged and the sentries fired. My advanced party fell back, as they had been directed to do. Lieutenant-Colonel Ross and Lieutenant-Colonel Abercromby were with me at the head of the Grenadiers. I considered it